
Railway Station : Harpenden (Central) )Harpenden 4671 (10 lines) 

ROTHAMSTED EXPERIMENTAL STATION 
(LAWES AGRICULTURAL TRUST) 

Director: Sir WILLIAM G .  OGG 

Head of Department of Plant Pathology 
I?. C.  BAWDEN, M.A., F.R.S. 

Please Quote 
C3&RT$Ik 

HARPENDEN 
HERTS. 

13th March, 1957. 

Dear Miss Franklin, 

From the symptoms now showing on the plants I inoculated 
w i t h  the virus  you sent me las t  month, I have no reason to  
th ink  that i t  was anything except a preparation of normal tobacco 
mosaic virus. Certainly none of the p l a n t s  i s  showing the kind 
of symptoms that Holmes describes as typical of infection by the 
r i b  grass s t ra in .  
environment, and also am using d i f fe ren t  var ie t ies  of t e s t  plants 
from him, hence my r e s u l t s  are hot  conclusive. 
quantity of the preparation l e f t , I  suggest a c r i t i c a l  t e s t  f o r  
its i d e n t i t y  would be t o  get someone t o  analyse i t  for the amino 
acids tha$ are specific t o  r i b  grass s t r a in ,  for  instance, h i s t id ine  
and m e t h w i n e .  Until  t h i s  has been done I think the f a c t  that  you 
get X-ray pat terns  similar t o  those given by the type strain TMV 
i s  readi ly  explained by the assumption that  your r i b  grass i s ,  i n  
f a c t ,  BV. 

O f  course I am doing my t e s t s  i n  a different  

If you have any 

Pours sincerely, 

(F.C.Bawden) 

Miss R.Franklin, 
Birkbeck Colle$e Crystallography Laboratory, 
21, Torrington Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


